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BAKERSFIELD DISTRICT OVERVIEW 


Bakersfield District is the second largest district of the Bureau 
of Land Management in California. It is divided into three Resource - 
Areas: Caliente, with 460,000 acres; Bishop, with 1,685,000 acres; and 
Ridgecrest, with 2,043,000 acres (534,000 acres of the Naval: Withdrawal 
at China Lake is administered for grazing). The total acreage of the 
District is 4,722,000 acres. 

The Resource Areas are divided into Planning Units: 


Caliente RA Planning Units BLM Surface Acreage Subsurface 
Acreage 
Potpourri 100,000 = =  wan-- 
Temblor-Caliente 170,000 ‘101,940 
Kaweah 32,000 16,629 
Kern River PSCTUOO MH ee ee Pee ee 
Ridgecrest RA Planning Units 
Antelope Valley ASIA G8 aoeen ha ae in et Me ites 
El Paso ABZ O00: Ph rat FS emcee 
Darwin CE CLO CO Eh ie 6 ree 
MMC es eminem OE ee cian 
Panamint 480,000 1,085 
Bitterwater 810,000 2,925 


Bishop RA Planning Units 


Saline 444000 or RE ee Oe eae 
Eureka Valley ; AOO000) (9 ee 
Owens Valley 227,000 S20T0 
Benton 303,000 2,000 
Bodie 221,000 ee 
Coleville 30,000 eee 


Counties and population centers included in Bakersfield District: 


County | Population Center Population* 
Inyo County Bishop 3,050 


Kern County Bakersfield 150,000 
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Kern County Ridgecrest 12,000 


~ Kern County Delano bn250 
Kings County Hanford 1e/50 
Los Angeles Co. Los Angeles Area 9,000 ,000 
Los Angeles Co. _ Lancaster 40,000 
Mono County Mammoth Lakes 2,240 
San Luis Obispo Co. San Luis Obispo 32 5,000 
Santa Barbara Co. Santa Barbara 150,000 
Santa Barbara Co. Santa Maria ; 33,5000 
Tulare County WESC ular == 35,000 
Tulare County Tulare 18,000 
Tulare County Porterville 15,000 
Ventura County Ventura 65,000 
Ventura County Oxnard 85,000 
Ventura County Simi Valley 70,000 


*estimated population 


BAKERSFIELD DISTRICT RESOURCES 


GRAZING LAND 


There is a total of 2,372,637 acres in the district licensed or 
leased for grazing purposes. Caliente RA licenses and leases 473,216 
acres of grazing land, Bishop RA licenses and leases 705,383 acres of 
grazing land, and Ridgecrest RA licenses and leases the largest acreage, 
1,194,038 acres of grazing land. 

Vegetative types within the District include Mediterranean annual, 
Desert ephemereal, sagebrush and grass, pinyon-juniper, and high moun- 
tain meadow. | 


WILDLIFE 


The Bakersfield District has a rich diversity of wildlife habitat 
and wildlife species. Most of the habitats are associated with a desert 
environment, however, there are many less arid habitats in the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains and the California coastal ranges. 

Approximately 400 species of animals have been recorded, which 
include at least 3 species of amphibians, 46 species of reptiles, 200 
species of resident birds, 70 species of migratory birds and 89 species 
of mammals. 

Wildlife species of particular interest in the District are: 


wild geese and other waterfowl Wood Duck 
upland game birds such as Chukar Prairie Faicon 
Mountain Lion Mule Deer 
Tule Elk Osprey 

Desert Tortoise Sage Grouse 
Sand hill Crane Sea Gull 
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Twelve federal and state listed rare or endangered species inhabit 
_ public lands in the District, either permanently or on a seasonal basis. 


California Condor 

San Juaquin Kit Fox 

Blunt Nose Leopard Lizard 
Tehachapi Slender Salamander 
Peregrine Falcon 
California Bighorn Sheep 
Owens Valley Pupfish 
Black Toad 

Wolverine 

Inyo Salamander 

Mojave Ground Squirrel 
Panamint Alligator 


CULTURAL RESOURCES 


The Bakersfield District has many archaeological sites of indian 
villages, temporary camps and milling stations. There are also petro- 
glyphs, pictographs, rock rings and an intaglio. 

Historic places from the early days of the westward movement of 
settlers and the gold rush add to the cultural resources of the District. 

These are some of the more well known historic sites: 


White Mountain City 
Panamint City 

Randsburg 

Beveridge 

Saline Salt Tram 

Twenty Mule Team Borax Road 


GEOLOGY 


The Bakersfield District is a region of great topographic and 
geologic diversity. Included within its limits are high mountain ranges 
(Sierra Nevada, White and Inyo) and valleys whose floors lie below or 
near sea level, precipitous canyons and broad basins at many levels, and 
an assemblage of other features that reflect a complex geologic history 
and a wide variety of rock types and structural elements. 

Within the exterior boundries of the District are located the highest 
(Mt. Whitney) and the lowest (Badwater, Death Valley) elevations in the 
lower 48 states. 


ENERGY RESOURCES 


There are abundent energy sources and potentials in the Bakersfield 
District, in oi] and gas, electricty generated by the water in the Kern 
River, and seven potential geothermal energy areas. Geothermal areas of 
the District are located at Long Valley, Searles Lake, Tecopa, Coso, Saline 
Valley, Owens Lake, and a site near Bodie State Park. 
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MINERAL RESOURCES 


A sample of almost every known mineral can be found in Bakersfield 
District, but the main resources are listed under three groupings. 


Leasable Saleable Locateable 
Oil & Gas Sand & Gravel Borates (worlds 
Geothermal. Construction fill Zinc largest 
Phosphates Stone for Construction Uranium supply) 
Sodium-salt (such as fireplaces) Tungsten 
Potassium Gold 
Petroleum products Silver 

lead 


Industrial Minerals 
(such as talc 
& limestone) 


RECREATIONAL RESOURCES 


The recreational activities pursued in the Bakersfield District 


are almost endless. 


Boating 
Rafting 
Swimming 
Fishing 
Camping 
Hiking 


Points of Interest 


Tuttle Creek 

Eureka Sand Dunes 

Pacific Crest Trail 

Tule Elk Wildlife Overlook 
Alabama hills 


ORV Open Areas 


Rand - 35,200 acres 

Rademacher - 12,800 acres 

Jawbone Canyon - 7,680 acres 
proposed) 

Olancha - 32,000 acres 

Dove Springs - 2,560: acres 


Hunting Sightseeing 

Back packing Horseback riding 
Off-road vehicles Picnicking 

Rock hounding CrossCountry skiing 
Bird watching Toboggoning 


Campgrounds 


Chimney Creek 
Long Valley 
Horton Creek 
Symnes Creek 
Goodale Creek 
Crowley Lake 
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BAKERSFIELD DISTRICT MANAGEMENT 


MAJOR PROJECTS 


Bakersfield District has a number of major programs of high priority. 


1. California Desert Conservation Area - Interim Management 
2. Benton/Owens Valley MFP Update 
3. Wilderness Area Study 
Piute Cypress 
Negit Island 
4. Coso Geothermal Area 
5. Desert Tortoise Natural Area 
6. Case Mountain Aquisition 
7. Condor Land Exchange 
8. Burro Reduction 


~ DETACHED AREA OFFICES AND OTHER FACILITIES 


Bishop Resource Area Office and Ridgecrest Resource Area Office 
are the only detached area offices in the District. There are detached 
fire stations at Chimney Peak, Crowley Lake and Conway Summit; the 
Bridgeport Interagency Helitac Crew; Chimney Peak Visitor Information 
Center (during peak user days); and the ranger operated Visitor Infor- 


mation Center in Saline Valley. 
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COSO GEOTHERMAL 


An environmental statement (ES) is being developed by the Bakers- 
field District, pursuant to lease, development and Teazecion of geo- 
thermal resources in and around the Coso Known Geothermal Resource Area 
(KGRA). When leases are accepted, the Navy at the China Lake Naval 
Weapons Center (the KGRA is partially located on Navy withdrawal and 
acquired land) will receive 25-megawatts of power from the field. The 
remainder of the potential 6,000 megawatt field will be put into commer- 
cial use in the southern California area. 

The proposed action is to lease some 80,640 acres of federally 
administered land for development and utilization of the potential geo- 
thermal resources in and adjacent to the COSO KGRA. Of that total, 
30,080 acres are on BLM administered land (Bakersfield Dist ct). 
47,640 acres are on Navy withdrawal and acquired land, and approxi- 
mately 3,000 acres are acquired Navy lands. 

The Environmental Statement timetable of events calls for lease 
sale in early 1981. 

Coso Geothermal is one of the Bakersfield District's top prior- 


ities and should be an interesting experience. BLM plans to contract 
the entire Environmental Statement. Requests for proposals will be 
issued in early April. Proposals will be reviewed until Mid-May and 


evaluated thereafter. The contract will be issued in early September, 1978. 
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BAKERSFIELD DISTRICT OIL AND GAS 


The Bakersfield District administers one of the largest and most 
productive oi] and gas leasing programs in the Bureau. There are 270 
active leases, involving about 30,000 acres in the District, producing 
upwards of 16 million barrels of oi] per year. An additional 450,000 
acres have been made available for "wildcat" exploration through simul- 
taneous and noncompetitive leases. Receipts for royalties and rentals, 
already exceed 21 million dollars annually, and are increasing. Of 
possible greater importance than these revenues, however, will be the 
impact of the various steam injection and other erermenta) secondary 
recovery projects conducted on federal leases that may lead to enhanced 
recovery of heavy crude worldwide. 

As in most Bureau programs of this size, there are inevitable resource . 
resource conflicts. In order to identify, analyze and resolve not only 
those resource conflicts, but to insure comp1ieance with N.E.P.A., the 
Endangered Species Act, the Historic Preservation Act, and FLPMA, our 
original one man staff of two years ago has grown to an oil and gas 
team of five. Included on this team are: geologist/surface protection 
specialist; wildlife biologist; ecologist; archaeologist; and a soils 
scientist. A recreation planner is also available to do wilderness visual 


resources management (VRM) analyses. 
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Each of these individuals performs a field examination prior to 
any lease being issued, and prior to any drilling or other proposed 
surface disturbance being allowed on existing leases. They are also 
charged with the responsibility of contacting appropriate State, 

County and Federal agencies relevant to their specialty. 

A total of 42 man months have been programmed in FY 78 to allow 
for this effort. 

Including abandonment approvals and lease inspections for compliance 
FY78 will see over 700 discrete field actions in seven counties inspected 
by from one to six BLM professionals in our oi] and gas program. 

Major considerations prior to oil and gas development include: the 
Temblor/Caliente National Cooperative Land and Wildlife Management Area; 
the Sespe Condor Sanctuary; San Joaquin kit fox and blunt nosed leopard 
lizard (endangered species) habitats; Ventura Basin watershed; cultural 
resources; San Luis Obispo and Santa Barbara County recreation zones; 
and a few areas of high scenic and possible wilderness values. Through 
proper mitigation and prudent use of the Secretary's discretionary 
power to lease, the District o0i1 and gas program has moved ahead smoothly, 
allowing for other resource values. In so doing, the Bakersfield District 
is returning large revenues to the government, providing increased employ- 


ment locally, and encouraging production of valuable energy for the nation. 


oye 


THe ‘ont 


ae ent 900 10 ait tat nogeay 1 


rae sa: 
naad ‘ovad nélaros reat aad 


bfoar? sientk oot 
2i snot 22 yong, Md8 ate ot : 


ro OF SOrqw"y enol ievabbenos 4 
f ¥ ihe 

att, r  ¢: Ee SP rhe me es "i 
1a 4 Wis XbA oh OMA). 4 } 


"6¢ bia oyetdO etal abe > 


Wis Diesoe Hpi Yo zeate wet 
mee 4 

: 2 fy jh 

‘o gt teebuig bas noltaphy 


bas fio toteterm eng csenal ate 


,oouTlay so twaeny vantte rot ent 
aie er 
t wd mounnay iy" opual ie 


bes borg patpewo nis ‘bas 


BAKERSFIELD DISTRICT 
PACIFIC CREST TRAIL 
/ 
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PACIFIC CREST TRAIL 


The BLM is collectively involved with the US Forest Service and 
the National Park Service in the development of what will eventual ly 
(by 1980) become 2,500 miles of continuous trail through California, 
Oregon, and Washington. Covering a variety of terrain and climatic 
conditions, the Pacific Crest Trail can take the hiking enthusiast 
from near sea level elevations to over 13,000 feet. Bakersfield Dist- 
rict portion of the trail traverses 109 mountain peaks, most notably 
Mt. Whitney, the highest peak in the continental United States. 

Designed to be built along the crest of the mountain ranges in 
the west coast states, the idea for a Pacific Crest Trail was first 
conceived by a Californian named Clinton C. Clarke, who was strongly 
influenced by the famous naturalist, John Muir. Backpacking groups 
explored the proposed route in the latter part of the thirties. 

Portions of the trail were developed independently, including 
the Cascade Crest Trail in Washington and the John Muir Trail in the 
Sierra Nevada. The fragmented Pacific Crest Trail was made official 
as a National Scenic Trail with the passage of the National Trails 
System Act in 1968. The act also provided for the completion of the 
tral. | 


The Pacific Crest Trail can be used by backpackers and equestrians 
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only. see though the trail is not complete, there is a temporary 
route available. 

The Bakersfield District's Caliente Resource Area has 87 miles 
of the Pacific Crest Trail within its boundary. To facilitate its 
construction, the route is divided into sections, and where needed, 
it is further divided into segments. Roughly 30 miles of trail are 
complete, having been accomplished by crews hired under Title X of 
the Comprehensive Employment and Training Act and the California 
State Ecology Corps. A portion of the trail has been constructed 
by contract. The entire trail is scheduled to be finished by 1986, 
and the Bakersfield District should be able to meet that deadline 


for their 87 mile responsibility. 
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DESERT TORTOISE NATURAL AREA 


The Desert Tortoise Natural Area (DTNA) is located in the western 
Rand Mountains of the northwest Mojave Desert. The area has the highest 
known density of Desert Tortoises in the world, having the perfect envir- 
onment for survival. 

The Desert Tortoise is California's official state reptile. 

The yee: Tortoise can live 50 to 70 years, but its way of life 
has been disrupted by the ever-increasing presence of people using the 
public land of the desert. A group of concerned people initiated the 
concept of protecting the area and joined forces as the Desert Tortoise 
Preserve Committee... Their objective was to establish and maintain the 
natural density and diversity of the plant and animal life in an area, 
the DINA. Public land under the jurisdiction of the BLM constitutes a 
considerable portion of the DINA, and BLM's Bakersfield District has 
played an active role in the development of the site. 

Beginning November 1, 1973, the BLM's Interim Critical Management 
Plan (Exec. Order 11644) closed the preserve to all recreational vehicle 
travel. The entire preserve will be fenced. The majority of this fencing, 
25.3 miles, has been completed and is designed to allow the natural move- 


ments of desert wildlife wnile restricting ORV's and livestock. 
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Since it is over 5,000 acres, the notice for the withdrawal of the 
Desert Tortoise Natural Area was published in the Federal Register, (with 
no significant opposition), and the application will be submitted to 
Congress for their approval shortly. 

Private land acquisitions are ongoing projects in the checkerboard 
pattern of land ownership in the area. A recent acquisition plan was 
formulated by the Nature Conservancy to purchase 1,280 acres from the 
Southern Pacific Railroad. A memorandum of understanding is being writ- 
ten so that the BLM and the Desert Tortoise Preserve Committee can best 
coordinate their efforts to preserve the area and to provide an enjoyable 


wildlife experience for public land users. 
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CASE MOUNTAIN SEQUOIAS 


For the last ten years the Bakersfield District BIM has been 
interested in acquiring holdings on the summit of Case Mountain, located 
in the Kaweah Planning Unit in eastern Tulare County. The 1,180 acres, 
under control of the White Oak Land Company has groupings of over 100 
Sequoia redwoods larger than six feet in diameter. 

The Sequoias are a remarkable resource. It is a stirring exper- 
TencestoO Walk tnrouch a forest on, these giant trees. The trees on this 
property range from six feet in diameter to as large as 17 feet. There 
is no exact count of the total number of redwoods on the White Oak prop- 
erty. The big trees are scattered throughout the north and east sides of 
of the peak, with one grouping of 30 to 40 trees on the land that was 
once owned by Southern California Edison Company. The timber on this 
property was not included in earlier lumber operations in the area, and 
has many "old growth Sequoias." 

The giant Sequoias on Case Mountain are an outstanding natural 
resource. They are a key element to the potential recreation value of © 
the adjacent BLM land which also contains more Sequoias. In fact, this 
is the only BLM stand of Sequoia Redwoods. 

The White Oak Land Company has agreed to cooperate with the BLM 


on the acquisition of the approximate 1,180 acres. The Company's 
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financial situation requires that purchase and/or exchange be accomplished 
this year. An alternative would be to allow them to do a selective harvest- 
ing of timber (not including the Sequoias) to meet their financial commnit- 
ments on the property. This would allow the Bureau two or more years to 
acquire the property. The recovery rate of this area is so fast that a 
limited harvest would probably not permanently destroy the value of the 


land for future recreation. 
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MONO LAKE CHANNEL BLASTING 


In 1940, the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power began 
diverting inflowing fresh water streams from Mono Lake. The subse- 
quent decline in the volume of water in the lake has caused a land 
bridge to develop on the north side of Negit Island. 

An ecological study done by the University of California found that 
Mono Lake's gull colony, which nests on Negit Island, is apparently the 
second Jargest of its kind in the world. The California Gull needs the 
isolation of the island for nesting and this is threatoned by the in- 
creasingly shallow water, allowing predators easy access to the rookery. 

The BLM recognized the need of protective measures in the Benton-~ 
Owens Valley Management Framework Plan (MFP). In a cooperative effort, 
the Bureau of Land Management, California Department of Fish and Game 
and the California Conservation Corp decided that the answer was to find 
a way to deepen the shallow channel. 

The project to deepen the shallow water channel between Negit 
Island and the land bridge was conducted March 15-18, 1978. A National 
Guard Demolition Team of 15 men handled the explosives and the blasting. 

The channel was prepared by drilling charge holes and blasting a 
series of holes for the large explosive charges that would be used to 


deepen and widen the channel. Approximately 150 to 200 50 1b. "jugs" 
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of explosives were used in the blasting. The blasted area made a trench 
| five to ten feet deep, 60 to 70 feet wide for a distance of 400 to 500 
feet along the shallow side of the island. The National Guard stayed 

an extra day to. touch up the berms and shallow spots, using another 75 

| charges. 

The brine shrimp that live in the lake waters are in a dormant state, 
undisturbed by the blasting. The gulls were upset slightly but settled 
down. 

This project was done as an interim measure to allow time to develop 
a plan and program to hopefully solve the declining water problem in 


Mono Lake. 
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CETA PROGRAM 


The talents of some hard-working people would have been unobtain- 
able for the Bakersfield District had it not been for the Comprehensive 
Employment and Training Act (CETA). The Federal program, administrated 
by the county, has brought 48 new employees to the district on one year 
appointments beginning in the latter part of 1977. 

Ranging from draftsperson to range conservationist, the prograni's 
participants accomplish project work with little burden to the Bureau's 
operating budget. 

A 13 person maintenance crew working out of the district office has 
done some worthwhile jobs in the field. They have maintained the com- 
pleted portions of the Pacific Crest Trail so that they will be suitable 
for upcoming visitor use. Erosion from this year's heavy rains has been 
especially been wearing to the trail, so the CETA crew's were well 
utilized. The group has also constructed information signs for the PCT 
to further facilitate recreational activities. Additionally, mainten- 
ance of the district's saan ounds as well as repair to district fire 
station facilities were done by these crews. 

In the Bakersfield District Office, 18 people are typing, working 
in range management, drafting, aiding wildlife specialists . . . the 


list is diverse. These people are doing work that otherwise would have 
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been deferred for future years. 

The Ridgecrest Resource Area of the Bakersfield District has 
recently hired 16 CETA people from the unemployed rolls in eastern 
Kern County. 

A maintenance crew of 12 people are doing work in the field, 
finishing up the fencing of the Desert Tortoise Natural Area and 
will soon be fencing abandoned mine shafts as part of the hazard 
abatement program in the desert areas of the district. 

In the Ridgecrest office, a clerical aide assists the front 
desk receptionist, and three natural resource apecialists are work- 
ing on prospecting permits and cultural resource overviews as well 
as many other valuable projects. 

On the other side of the coin, BLM CETA employees are receiving 
experience that will open up more job opportunities for them, possibly 
with the federal government. One CETA employee commented that her 
job is “providing me with new skills which will make me more employable 


in the future." 
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OWENS VALLEY INTERAGENCY INFORMATION CENTER 


The Bakersfield District BLM is a member of the Qwens Valley Inter- 
agency Committee (OVIAC), one of eleven federal, state, county, city and 
private agencies that meet regularly to discuss, plan, and implement 
mutual projects of concern to the Owens Valley area. In addition to BLM, 
the OVIAC consists of: National Park Service; U.S. Forest Service; 
California Departments of Fish and Game Forestry and Transportation; 

Inyo and Mono counties; University of California; Los Angeles Department of 
of Water and Power; Eastern Sierra Interpretive Association; and the 
Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board. 

One of the most noteworthy of the many projects undertaken and 
completed by OVIAC, is the construction and staffing of the Interagency 
Information Center at Lone Pine, California, in the Owens Valley planning 
unit. Completed in 1977, the Center stands quite literally in the shadow 
of Mount Whitney, the highest spot in the continental United States. It 
is the gateway to Death Valley, Forests, wilderness areas, and other prime 
recreation locations on public lands - most notable of which are the Eureka 
Valley sand dunes and the Alabama Hills. 

The site for the Center was chosen at Lone Pine because of the fact 
that in excess of 5,000,000 visitor use days are recorded there annually 


(using BLM, USFS and local chambers of commerce tabulations). 
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The Center is staffed by a Director and two interpretive specialists. 
| BLM's Bakersfield District allocates $5,000 annually as their share of the 
staffing and maintenance obligations. 

U.S. Congressman Bill Ketchum (Representative, California's 18th 
Congressional District) was the keynote speaker for the 1976 groundbreaking 
ceremonies for the Center. He expressed the thoughts of many when he said, 
"The Interagency Center is truly a landmark of interagency cooperation, 
coordination and effort, and is exemplary of what can be done when agencies 
pool their efforts and resources toward the common good. This (the Center) 
is the first such type of project in the United States to become a reality!" 

The visitors center is one of many projects undertaken by OVIAC. 
Others include a tule elk (wildlife) interpretation site and projects 


designed for the enhancement of wildlife habitat. 
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